Child Protection issues 

Knowledge prior to use

Ensure you are aware of who is responsible for child protection (named individual) in the school and how to contact them.  You should also be aware of how to make a direct referral to police and social services should the need arise.   All this information will be contained in the Local Children’s Safeguarding Board (previously ACPC) Procedural Handbook.  

Identify suitably experienced staff (who will be outside of the session) to support children who may be distressed or who may want to talk about their own or others abusive experiences.  Ensure that these staff have the information they need for example, who to contact and how to make a child protection referral if necessary. 

It is always better to be prepared.

Introducing the material to children and young people
It is important that children and young people understand that the material may be distressing.  It is also important to acknowledge that it may raise issues for children about their own or others abusive experiences and that this may be unrelated to sexual abuse and/or internet related crime.  

In informing young people about the content, it will be necessary to tell them how they will be supported, for example, they can leave the room and someone will be available to speak to them.  

It is also a good idea to inform children and young people that there is someone available outside of the session for them to talk to and that it is not appropriate for themselves or others to discuss their own or others abusive experiences within the group. 

Important Messages for children and young people

‘It’s never too late to tell’   - It is always important to tell someone when you think an adult is behaving in an inappropriate or abusive manner.  You can tell someone at any time no matter how long the abuse has been going on.  

‘Someone can help you’ – There are lots of people who can help children and young people. Give out options of different methods of contact (E.g. childline, There4Me, visiting police or social services etc) 

‘You can get support without having to give your name’ – Young people can be supported to tell about their abuse, they don’t have to make a decision there and then and can access childline and There4me anonymously.

